


" The Peak
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Hong Kong was approached by sea, on the opposite

side of the island to Victoria. In contrast to the south
side which was described as resembling ‘an overgrown
Gibraltar’, the spectacular north side of the island was

a dream subject for photographers. ... [O]n rounding
the Western side of the [Hong Kong] island a view,
remarkable for its beauty, bursts upon the sight of the
traveller. Rising in lofty terraces one above another are
seen the houses of the city, and towering above them all,
like an overshadowing giant, rises the lofty ‘Peak. [...]
The clean white buildings, dazzling in the sun, stand out
in bold relief from the tawny green of the mountain side,
while far away on either side stretches a line of buildings
backed by hills of lesser elevation. With the harbour most
visitors are curiously impressed.’ (Mayers, 1867, p. 4)

For early photographers, the first topographical subject
in Hong Kong was the city of Victoria. The Peak rising
above the water was yet to acquire the iconic status it
enjoyed a few years later. Rather than focusing their
lens on the hill, photographers would stand on its slopes
to shoot panoramic views of the city and the harbour.
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2.‘Panorama of the Town and
Harbour as seen from “the Gap™”
ca.l875-80

Afong (attrib.)

3-part panorama: 216 x 860 mm
Paris, musée Guimet,

Archives photographiques
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This view of Victoria, the Harbour and islands, and Kowloon, is a kind
of topographical map. It shows how the buildings in the central section
are situated. The accompanying description is a good example of the
informative labels seen in the 1860s-1870s series of photographs.
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3.‘Hong Kong a l'arrivée des
flottes alliées |*" mars 1860
[Hong Kong upon the arrival of
the allied fleets, | March 1860]
1860

F. Beato

5-part panorama: 235 x 1442 mm
Musée d’Histoire Naturelle de Lille
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This shows Hong Kong between 18 and 27 March 1860 (the original
caption is erroneous) during the Second Opium War, with the British
and French fleets in the harbour and Kowloon in the background.
This was the final stage of the war, with the allied forces ready to
move to north China. Another panorama, not included here, shows
the eastern part of Victoria (Harris, Of Battle and Beauty, pl. 1).

(For the reverse image from Kowloon, see cat. 60)
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As the only unbroken thoroughfare from one end of
Victoria to the other, the Queen's Road appears everywhere
in albums, either fully British, entirely Chinese, or an
intriguing combination of both. This group of images was
taken over a few years by a small number of photographers.
It shows Queen’s Road as a fascinatingly diverse ‘main
street’ that was also home to most of the photographic
studios. Still, repeated appearances of the Clock Tower in
the background show that the area generally covered is only
a few blocks long. This is a booming town, where buildings
change owners and activity from one image to the next.

At the corner of Pedder Street is the Clock Tower, and

the new Hongkong Hotel stands on a site previously owned
by the great hong of Dent & Co. A jumble of English and
Chinese language business signs appear on more modest

buildings a few blocks away.
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28. View north to Kowloon, with
the Clock Tower under construction
1861-62

M. Miller

187 x 134 mm

RAS
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Panoramic views along Queen’s Road show a city with no clear

boundaries on either side. Central looks deeper than it really is.
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34. Chinese businesses in
Queen's Road Central

before 1880

anon.

200 x 265 mm

Dennis George Crow Collection

96

ERKXELS
EAXB
1880FLLA]
TEETEF

200 x 265 =K
SHWERE

“The buildings on either side of the road are Chinese stores. There are
three kinds of chairs, used as a mode of conveyance, the one seen in our
picture is the ordinary street chair, the second is the mountain chair used
when great heights have to be ascended, and the third is a sedan chair
principally patronised by ladies.’
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37.Inside of Wah Loong and EERE60% FEE “The Curio Shop is the best of the [portraits from life]; not only are the four [ PR BLES W EMEYE G, BT R NEAAR - A
4. Rickshaws on Queen's Road EERELNANE Rickshaw companies were introduced in Hong Kong in 1874 to compete ANTHRAEIR 187455 N, BLLLBC G2 G TR TG T o Cumwo shop at 60 Queen's Road HEBICUMWO I &E native figures represented, perfect in their pose, but [...] even the lengthy T HEBRSE RS, [ 1 2 P A T U R SO R
1870s 1870FH with the slower sedan chairs. See the Pun Lun studio sign (right) and TR TERA ) THAHAE AYIE M IR R A K. 1868 18684 Chinese inscription on the fan held by the principal figure is as legible as in FIEM A H. TZERE) B FCuMwOJ #82- B M, &2
Afong (attrib.) BRTES Fm the Clock Tower in the distance. J. Thomson (signed) HRE(BEREMD) the original. “Wah-loong and Cum-wo, from Canton, dealers in silk, shawls, ~ #4#H« AR T HEE G o MAF)E 2 ERN AL BE 3208 bR A ik
195 x 266 mm 195 x 266 2K 286 x 238 mm 286 x 238 =K ivory, &c.” may congratulate themselves on having become accidently Ho | (BIE1868FIH 120 «EEWHY BERWE [HHB
Howard and Jane Ricketts Collection 2= 7 H2 12 I AL RF 12 el BnF, Estampes et photographie = REESEREEERT famous.’ (‘Photographs of Hongkong’, The China Mail, 12 Sept. 1868) R )
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At a time when views of Hong Kong focused almost
exclusively on foreign interests, Chinese life was definitely
an exotic feature and was recorded as such by Afong or
Floyd. In contrast, Thomson viewed Chinese life from the
perspective of equal to equal. His acute interest in all classes
of people is felt throughout his work. When his first album
of Hong Kong views was issued in 1868, he was only just
discovering China. He was not new to the East however,

as he had already worked for several years in Singapore as

a photographer and had a long

stopover in Saigon on his way to S
Hong Kong. N E
BX

Thomson went out to meet

people everywhere. From the F F
Chinese streets of Victoria 'HE EE
ignored by his competitors, A

A

to Kowloon, he recorded views
of buildings or ceremonies and
the people in the vicinity, and humble scenes of their daily
life in authentic surroundings. Like later photographers
such as Hedda Morrison, his interest was the ordinary
person, which is very clear from I/ustration of China and
its people (1873-74), his best-known book. Thomson’s first
album of Hong Kong was reviewed in The China Mail

and 7he Daily Press both dated 12 September 1869.
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75. Matshed hall b=yl This type of large matshed hall was light and easy to set up for temporary i T KR SN M B R R, O E AR S T H B —

ca.l868 #18684F events such as religious festivals or theatre. The poles in the foreground KB R AR B 2 o BT T MR RN AT B AE T, TR 76. AHong Kong Street EEER Looking west from Wellington Street. This part of Central was a e A T R, R A g SR A 2 AR A
signed Afong M#=7%) 24E5 reach over the street to support the structure. T 2R A ca.l870s #1870 4% typical Chinese commercial-cum-residential area. Shops were opened WA A, R IRENE.

carte-de-visite: 63 x 102 mm, LRBR 163 x102 2X, Afong (attrib.) BaIERS ] fFo along the street, with living quarters on the upper floors.

61 x 86 mm (print) 61 x 86 2K (BFED) 235 x 274 mm 235 x 274 2K

Sebastian Dobson Collection BENEE Howard and Jane Ricketts Collection ERMEERESEHE
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81.“Intérieur a Hong Kong’ [&55—FA) A farming family on Hong Kong Island gathered around the stove BENFREF, REHEE, SREEELFE. #@h %A 77.Up Cochrane Street, LRI AR, The view up the street is extremely effective here with the hill in ElE R EEEE ORI A, HRILR, BHENHE U
[Inside a Hong Kong home] #11868-704F in a modest home. Some of these people also appear in a variant Yo, ELHE A4 A BERLFD L BN TRTA T — e B AR R B with ‘ghost’ trails ES-AR =] the background. The viewer’s eye follows the path up the mountain. MEEEEER I .

ca.l868-70 PIRAE to the following image, including the young mother and the smoker. Vo AR R — Se R A\ AR Y 2 HE A AR RN (] S G A4 1868 18684

J. Thomson 171 x 213 2K Thomson hired local people as models and photographed them in M. TS0 A AGEAE A R R LAt H R . J. Thomson SIRE

171 x 213 mm P EdEE GG different situations. This print was touched up to strengthen contrasts 189 x 238 mm 189 x 238 =K

BnF, Cartes et Plans, SG EEMIEEE for use in a publication. BnF, Estampes et photographie EEHEREEERSEBRZE
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